
POLICY AND REGULATORY RESPONSES 

TO DECLINING WATER LEVELS AT 

GREAT SALT LAKE WITH IMPLICATIONS 

FOR THE BRINE SHRIMP ARTEMIA 

FRANCISCANA RESOURCE
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MEDIA ATTENTION
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Significant Policy (Legislation)

2010 Great Salt Lake Advisory Council 

2019 State policy recognizes value and commits to protecting its water supply

2020 Water Banking

2020 Split Season Leasing

2022 Expanded/simplified instream flows (water rights for the Lake)

2022 Great Salt Lake Water Trust

2022 Long term funding for the Lake’s protection
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EXAMPLE EXAMPLE EXAMPLE –EXAMPLE –– WATER BANKING + SPLIT SEASON EXAMPLE EXAMPLE EXAMPLE EXAMPLE ––EXAMPLE EXAMPLE EXAMPLE EXAMPLE 

LEASING

Crop 1 Crop 2 Crop 3

High Value Medium Value Low Value

Low Water Use Medium Water Use High Water Use

Farmer John - Alfalfa

Crop 3 

Water

Farmer Lake or Stream

Money ($) = Value of Crop 3



Public Investments
2021 Funding for groundwater modeling and other research ($1M one-time) 

2022 Utah: $50M for Great Salt Lake ($40M for water supply)

2022 Utah: $400M for water conservation 

2022 Federal: $4B for drought response (GSL may access)

2023* $200M+

- Water conservation

- Water trust

- Public education and outreach

- Additional research



Agency Actions
2020 New position: Great Salt Lake Coordinator

2022 Deputy State Engineer responsible for Great Salt Lake

2022 Release of water from state conservation areas

2022 Raising the adaptive management berm to help control salinity

2022 Closing of watersheds feeding the Great Salt Lake to new water rights 

2022

*

Shrinking the surface area by eliminating flows to the North Arm



HOW DID ALL THIS HAPPEN SO FAST? 

• INVESTING IN THE SCIENCE: 

25 YEARS AGO

• INSTREAM FLOWS:

18 YEARS AGO

• ADVISORY COUNCIL: 

12 YEARS AGO



WHAT ROLE HAS INDUSTRY PLAYED? 
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HOW DO WE GET PEOPLE TO CARE?



THE AIR WE BREATHE … 



THE WATER WE DRINK: THE WATER WE DRINK: THE WATER WE DRINK: 
LAKE EFFECT + ALBEDO EFFECT

16



THE FOOD WE EAT … 

17



> 2022: “THE YEAR OF THE GREAT SALT LAKE”

Salt Lake Tribune: “Utah lawmakers get serious 

about saving the Great Salt Lake in new summit.”



KEY: MEET PEOPLE WHERE THEY’RE AT, NOT WHERE KEY: MEET PEOPLE WHERE THEY’RE AT, NOT WHERE KEY: MEET PEOPLE WHERE THEY’RE AT, NOT WHERE 

WE WANT THEM TO BE
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ANY QUESTIONS? 
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